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IDF: Regional 
flare-up could 
easily lead to war 


While chances of conflict remain slim, 
top officers are fretting over two scenarios 


| Analysis Amos Harel | Amos Harel 


The odds of a neighbor- 
ing country, or one of the 
terrorist organizations 
operating inside of it, 
launching a war against 
Israel this year are almost 
nonexistent, according to 
the Israeli army’s intelli- 
gence assessment for 2018. 
Sounding remarkably simi- 
lar to the 2017 assessment 
provided to the defense 
minister, the military 
noted there is not much 
left of the Arab armies, 
and Israel’s neighbors are 
mostly preoccupied with 
themselves, while internal 
problems are distracting 


Hezbollah and Hamas. 

Is there any difference 
from 2017? Well, the danger 
of deterioration - perhaps 
even to the point of war - 
has grown significantly, 
Israel Defense Forces Chief 
of Staff Lt. Gen. Gadi Eisen- 
kot stated. The intelligence 
branch and the chief of 
staff, who is beginning his 
fourth and final year at the 
helm of the army, are con- 
cerned about two possible 
scenarios. 

The first would be the re- 
sult of a reaction by one of 
Israel’s enemies to an Israeli 
show of force. The second 


would stem from a flare- 
up on the Palestinian front. 
When the terrorism genie 
gets out of the Palestinian 
bottle, it takes many months 
or even years to put it back. 
The first scenario, which 
the army terms “the cam- 
paign between the wars,” 
might happen when Israel 
tries to prevent rivals from 
obtaining advance weaponry 
they might want to use dur- 
ing a future war, according 
to Eisenkot. Most of these op- 
erations occur under the ra- 
dar, far from Israel’s borders. 
Usually, such operations 
draw little media attention 
and Israel invariably dodges 
the question of responsibility. 
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All in the family 


Netanyahu’s only consolation 
this week: No early elections 
Yossi Verter, Page 5 


Two Palestinians killed, four 
wounded in clashes with IDF 


Jack Khoury 
and Yotam Berger 


Two Palestinian teenagers 
were killed in clashes with 
Israeli security forces, one 
on the border with the Gaza 
Strip and the other in the 
West Bank, the Palestinian 
Health Ministry reported on 
Thursday afternoon. 

The ministry identi- 
fied the fatality in Gaza as 
16-year-old Ameer Abu Ma- 
saed, who was reportedly 
shot in the chest east of the 
Al-Bureij refugee camp, 
which is adjacent to the Is- 
raeli border fence. Sources 


in the Gaza Strip said dozens 
of Palestinian young people 
were taking part at the time 
in a protest at the border 
against U.S. President Don- 
ald Trump’s December an- 
nouncement recognizing 
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. 
The Palestinian Health 
Ministry identified the other 
fatality as 17-year-old Ali 
Omar Qino, who was report- 
edly killed by IDF fire in the 
village of Iraq Burin south 
of Nablus. The Israeli army 
said it was aware of the re- 
port of the death and four 
wounded in the West Bank 
clash and was investigating. 


Sources in Iraq Burin told 
Haaretz that clashes had bro- 
ken out at a checkpoint that 
the military set up to the east 
of the village. Witnesses say 
the teen later identified as Ali 
Omar Qino was shot in the 
head by live weapons fire. 
He was taken to a hospital in 
Nablus in critical condition 
but was pronounced dead on 
arrival. 

The clashes in Iraq Burin 
erupted during Israeli army 
sweeps in search for the gun- 
men who on Tuesday killed 
Raziel Shevach, a father of 
six from the West Bank out- 
post of Havat Gilad. Israeli 


Reza Pahlavi, the son of the last Shah of Iran. 


Shah of Iran’s son to Haaretz: 
Fanatical regime is near its end 


Amir Tibon 


WASHINGTON - In June 
of this year, Reza Pahlavi, el- 
dest son of the late, deposed 
Shah of Iran, will mark 40 
years since the last time he 
set foot in his native country. 
Inthe summer of 1978 he was 
a high school student about 
to visit the United States. 
He had very few doubts 
about what his future held: 
As Crown Prince of the Ira- 
nian royal family, he was sup- 


posed to finish his training as 
a combat pilot in the Iranian 
Air Force, go up the ranks 
and some day, when the time 
came, inherit his father’s 
throne. 

History, of course, had 
other plans for him. The Is- 
lamic Revolution that took 
place in Iran in 1979 caused 
the royal family to seek ref- 
uge abroad. Prince Reza’s 
stay in the United States, 
which was supposed to last 
a year, turned into decades. 


Joshua Roberts / Reuters 


His father was denounced by 
the country’s new rulers, the 
Islamists, who declared that 
any member of the family 
returned to Iran would stand 
trial. 

“Pm in exile outside of 
my country for four decades 
now,” Pahlavi told Haaretz 
this week in Washington, 
“and I’ve never been more 
optimistic.” The recent wave 
of demonstrations, which has 
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military sources said the sol- 
diers conducting the sweeps 
were attacked and responded 
with weapons fire. Shevach 
was driving on Route 60, a 
main highway in the West 
Bank, when his vehicle was 
apparently targeted by gun- 
men in a passing car. 

A local resident in Iraq Bu- 
rin said it appeared that there 
had been a change in Israeli 
army’s rules of engagement 
there. “In previous clashes 
in the area in recent weeks, 
there were many wounded. 
It didn’t feel like the soldiers 
are shooting to kill. This time 
it’s different.” 


Eritrean 
cyclist 
hopes to 

ride to Israel 
like a hero 


Itamar Katzir 


Awet Gebremedhin is an 
Eritrean whose employer is 
Israeli. The government has 
given African asylum seek- 
ers until April to leave the 
country or face indefinite 
imprisonment, but nobody’s 
trying to deport Gebremed- 
hin - he’s never been to Is- 
rael. And if and when he 
does get here, his Israeli 
employer might want to try 
to pull some strings to get 
the government to let him 
stay. 

This week he starts a 
two-year contract with Isra- 
el’s first pro cycling team, 
the Israel Cycling Academy. 
Almost five years after he 
fled from the Eritrean cy- 
cling team, Gebremedhin, 
25, has become a member of 
the international squad pre- 
paring for the Giro d’Italia, 
which starts in Jerusalem 
on May 4. 

He recalls when club 
manager Ran Margaliot 
called him with the offer. 
“He said: ‘I have good news, 
do you want to hear?’ I said 
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‘Stripper-gate’ explained 
Everything you were too appalled 

to ask about Yair Netanyahu’s tape 
Allison Kaplan Sommer, Haaretz.com 


‘Red lines crossed’ 


Prime minister lashes out at media 
for publishing son’s strip-club tape 
Hagai Amit, Page 2 
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